


There’s nothing like putting your feet up with a good book and a great cup 
of coffee. Costa has always offered readers the chance to take time out to enjoy 
both these pleasures in our stores – many of them located in bookshops. 
By sponsoring the Book Awards, we’re encouraging new and existing readers 
to take time out with a coffee to enjoy some great writing.

The Costa Book Awards highlight just some of the many good books 
with broad appeal �rst published in the UK during the past year in each 
of its �ve categories.

The Costa Book Awards comprise six Awards. Shortlists will be announced 
in November. Award winners will be announced in early January 2010, 
with the overall winner to be announced in late January 2010.

Each Award will be judged by a panel of three judges. 

Three young judges may join the panel to select the shortlist for the Costa 
Children’s Book Award. 

The �nal nine-member judging panel selects the overall Costa Book of the 
Year. It consists of a Chairman, a judge from each category panel and three 
other people who love reading.

Please complete in block capitals 
and return, with �ve copies 

of the submitted book,  
by FRIDAY 26 JUNE 2009 to:

Naomi Gane 
Costa Book Awards 

c/o �e Booksellers Association 
Minster House 

272 Vauxhall Bridge Road 
London SW1V 1BA  

naomi.gane@booksellers.org.uk

 Tel: 020 7802 0801  
Fax: 020 7802 0803 

Author						    

Title						    

Date of Publication					   

AWARD
Please tick the relevant box below. A book may only be entered for one Award.

	 First Novel
	 Novel
�	 Biography (includes Autobiography and Memoir)
�	 Poetry
�	 Children’s Book

NB: ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There are only three entry requirements. It is essential that each book entered ful�ls  

all the criteria. Written con�rmation will be required at longlist stage and books will  

be disquali�ed if the entry criteria are not met. Please don’t waste our – or the judges’

– time by entering books that are ineligible.

Declaration to be signed by a Director

Please note: Your entry is NOT valid if the four boxes below aren’t ticked. 

On behalf of the publisher, I agree to abide by the rules of the Costa Book Awards.  

I undertake that the submitted work ful�ls the Conditions of Entry, particularly the  

following four:

	 The book was �rst published between 1 November 2008 and 31 October 2009 	
	 in the UK or Ireland. 

	 The author has been resident in the UK or Ireland for at least six months per year 	
	 for the past three years.

	 All shortlisted and winning authors will cooperate fully with the Costa 		
	 Book Awards Press Of�ce, making themselves available for interviews and  
	 other opportunities wherever possible.

	 Should this book win an Award, we undertake to prepare its paperback edition  
	 as soon as we are advised of its win.

I hereby submit �ve copies for consideration.

Name							     

Position							     

Publisher							     

Address							     

							     

Signature				    Date			 

Contact name (for enquiries and correspondence)				  

				    Tel			 

email							     

Also downloadable from www.costabookawards.comJudges 	 Entry Form

COSTA FIRST NOVEL AWARD		  Sandra Howard  Author

			   Nikki Bedi  Presenter, BBC Asian Network

			   Matt Taylor  Owner, �e Chepstow Bookshop

COSTA NOVEL AWARD 		  Sarah Clarke  Co-owner, �e Torbay Bookshop

		  	 Rebecca Jones  Arts correspondent, BBC

			   Neil Pearson  Actor and Writer

COSTA BIOGRAPHY/ 
AuTObIOGRAPHY AWARD 	 	  

COSTA POETRY AWARD 	 	 Tom Fleming  Deputy Editor, Literary Review

			   Chloe Garner  Director, Ledbury Poetry Festival

			   Sophie Hannah  Crime Fiction Writer and Poet

COSTA CHILDREn’S BOOK AWARD 		  William Nicholson  Writer

			   Fiona Phillips  Broadcaster and Journalist

			   Sue Steel  Co-owner, Simply Books

	

Robert Lacey  Biographer and Historian

Ben Macintyre  Writer and Journalist

Caroline Mileham  Head of Books, PLAY.com

	 Costa First Novel Award  £5,000

	 Costa Novel Award  £5,000

	 Costa Biography/Autobiography Award  £5,000 
	 (including Memoir)

	 Costa Poetry Award  £5,000

	 Costa Children’s Book Award  £5,000

	 Costa Book of the Year  £25,000

	 TOTAL PRIZE MONEY  £50,000

	

	 November 2009	 Category shortlists announced 
		  (4 books per category)

	 Early January 2010	 Costa Award Winners announced 
		  (1 book per category)

	 Late January 2010 	 Costa Book of the Year announced  
		  (selected from �ve Costa Award Winners)

THE PRIZES

TImETAbLE	

2 0 0 9

2 0 0 9



Deadline

Friday 26 June 2009 

Costa First Novel Award

Costa Novel Award 

Costa Biography Award 
(includes Autobiography and Memoir)

Costa Poetry Award 

Costa Children’s Book Award

Costa Book of the Year

1 Category Guidelines
Books may be entered for only one Award: 

i 	 First Novel 
This Award is intended for an author’s first 
published work of full-length fiction. Titles 
by authors who have previously published 
works of fiction should be submitted for 
another Award.

ii 	 Novel
Please note that popular fiction, literary 
fiction, graphic novels, crime and thrillers 
may all be submitted in this category.

iii 	Biography  
(includes Autobiography and Memoir)
This Award is intended for new work and 
at least three-quarters of the book must be 
previously unpublished material. 

iv 	Poetry 
This Award is intended for a collection of 
new work by a single author; collections 
that include some previously published 
work will not be excluded, but at least 
three-quarters of a collection should 
comprise new poems.

v	 Children’s Book
This should be a book of a primarily literary 
rather than pictorial nature written for 
children between the ages of 9 and 13.  
A collection of poetry or a biography 
is acceptable, provided it is written for 
children in this age group. For guidelines 
on poetry, see Rule 1(iv) above. Non-fiction 
(eg educational, academic and reference 
books) is not eligible.

2 Eligibility
i	 Books for consideration must have 
been written by authors whose primary 
residence (ie resident for over six months of 
the year) has been in the United Kingdom 
or Ireland since 1 November 2006. UK or 
Irish nationality is not essential.

ii	 The selection will be made from books 
first published in the UK or Ireland between 
1 November 2008 and 31 October 2009. 
Books previously published elsewhere will 
not be eligible.

iii	 Books will not be eligible in a category 
where the author is a member of the 
category judging panel. Books will be 
eligible where the author is a member of  
a separate judging panel.

iv	 Self-published books and books solely 
published online are not eligible.

3	 Entry
i	 Five copies of each book, accompanied 
by a completed Entry Form, must be sent 
by Friday 26 June to Costa Book Awards, 
The Booksellers Association, Minster 
House, 272 Vauxhall Bridge Road,  
London SW1V 1BA.

ii	 Entries must be in book form. Books 
published between 26 June and 31 
October 2009 may be submitted in page 
proof form if necessary, after obtaining 
permission from The Booksellers 
Association. Galley proofs are not 
acceptable.

iii	 Entries can only be accepted from 
publishers and will not be accepted 
direct from authors. The submission of 
an author’s work by the publisher will be 
taken as agreement by the author that he/
she is willing for the submitted work to be 
considered.

iv	 Judges may consider any book not 
submitted, provided it conforms with the 
qualifications cited in these Rules, and 
subject to the publisher’s agreement (which 
will be taken to include that of the author/s) 
to submit copies on request.

4	 Shortlists and Winners
i	 It is a condition of entry that Award-
winning books are published in paperback 
as soon as possible in order to exploit the 
sales opportunities. The publisher of each 
Award-winning book hereby agrees to put 
in place the measures to do so as soon as 
he/she is notified.

ii	 It is a condition of entry that the 
publishers and authors of all shortlisted 
and winning books must cooperate with 
the Costa Book Awards Management in 
publicity and promotion surrounding the 
Costa Book Awards. The winner of the  
Costa Book of the Year will also be expected 
to cooperate with the media immediately 
after the announcement and subsequently.

iii	 20 additional copies of shortlisted 
books must be supplied by each publisher 
for publicity purposes. A further 30 copies 
of each Award-winning book must be 
supplied by each publisher for submission 
to the final judging panel and for publicity 
purposes. All books supplied are not 
returnable.

 
 
 
 
 

iv	 Publishers of each of the five Costa 
Award Winners are required to make a 
contribution of £3,000 towards the general 
promotion of the winning books. The 
publisher of the Costa Book of the Year 
is required to make a further contribution 
of £4,000. These contributions will be 
payable to Whitbread PLC.

v	 The publishers of all shortlisted  
and winning books must use their  
best endeavours to ensure that any  
stickers provided by the Costa Book  
Awards to promote the titles’ success  
and therefore to help promote sales are 
used for that purpose and placed on the 
appropriate books.

vi	 The publishers of all winning books 
must ensure that any reprints of the Award-
winning titles, together with the paperback 
editions of the books, carry approved Costa 
Book Awards crediting on the front cover. 

vii	The publishers of all shortlisted books 
must ensure that any reprints of the 
shortlisted titles carry approved Costa Book 
Awards crediting on the front cover.

5	 Awards Ceremony
It is a condition of entry that Costa Award 
Winners must attend the Costa Book 
Awards dinner and presentation ceremony. 

6	 The decisions of the judges are final.  
Neither discussion nor correspondence 	
concerning any decision can be  
entered into.

7	 The Awards Management reserves  
the right to refuse any entry for any reason 
considered justifiable, and reserves the  
right to vary the Rules and Conditions of 
Entry, and alter the published programme, 
as may be deemed necessary.

Rules and conditions of entry
Please read carefully the following rules and conditions.

All publishers’ queries relating to whether or not an author or a book is eligible should be directed to 
Naomi Gane at the Booksellers Association on 020 7802 0801 or naomi.gane@booksellers.org.uk

Costa Book of the Year 2007

	 Day by A.L. Kennedy 
	 Quadrupled A.L. Kennedy’s paperback sales

Costa Book of the Year 2008

	 The Secret Scripture by Sebastian Barry 
	 250,000+ copies sold to date

Costa Book of the Year 2009

Note to publishers: 

Please ensure that you have read the Terms & Conditions very carefully  

as they will be enforced. Eligibility will be double-checked.

For all queries, including those relating to eligibility or late submissions, 

please contact Naomi Gane as soon as possible.

We regret that we do not accept either self-published books or books that 

are solely published online.

Winners

?

2 0 0 9

2 0 0 9

Entry Form

Entry forms also downloadable from:

www.costabookawards.com

Good books with broad appeal
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